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Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts Temporarily Suspends  
Racing Operations at Yonkers Raceway 

 
YONKERS, NY – Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts (“Empire City”) announced today the suspension of racing 
operations at its harness track, Yonkers Raceway, through Wednesday, March 18th. Empire City learned on 
Tuesday, March 10th that an employee of the Standardbred Owners Association (“SOA”), the harness horsemen 
association, tested positive for COVID-19 before passing away. The individual had an office in the Yonkers 
Raceway paddock building located next to the racetrack and was last there on February 28, 2020. His death was 
announced Tuesday, March 10th by New Jersey officials, as he was a resident of that state.  
 
As a precaution, racing was canceled on March 10th and employees who had direct contact with the individual 
were provided with information to secure testing, self-quarantine, and advised to contact their healthcare 
providers if they are experiencing symptoms. Professional cleaners were engaged to deep clean and sanitize the 
impacted areas, including the race office and paddock.  
 
In addition to regular cleaning procedures, Empire City has increased the frequency of cleaning and disinfecting 
protocols, with a specific focus on high-touch surfaces. Additional hand sanitizer stations have been placed 
throughout the casino.  
 
Empire City released the following statement: “The health and safety of our guests and employees remains our 
highest priority. We continue to monitor the evolving COVID-19 situation and closely follow guidelines from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and local health officials. We offer our deepest sympathies to 
the family of the colleague we lost. It is a tremendous loss to the sport of racing, the SOA, and the Yonkers Raceway 
team. He will be missed.” 
 
Empire City Casino and its dining entities remain open with regular operating hours. 
 

### 
 

About Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts  
Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts is one of the largest entertainment and gaming destinations in the 
northeast. Featuring 5,200 of the hottest slots, electronic three card poker, blackjack, craps, roulette, baccarat 
and sic bo table games, Empire City Casino also offers guests year-round harness racing and international 
simulcasting; live entertainment including the best party, tribute and Latin bands; New York’s hottest DJ’s, and 
more. A selection of dining options will satisfy even the most discerning palate with fan favorite fare at The Pub, 
and convenient delicious options at Lil’ Cocina and the International Food Court. Visit Empire City Casino by MGM 
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Resorts located at 810 Yonkers Avenue (off I-87 at Central Avenue) Yonkers, NY, Westchester County, open seven 
days a week from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. Empire City Casino is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of MGM 
Resorts International (NYSE: MGM). For more information, visit www.empirecitycasino.com or call 914.968.4200.  
 
About MGM Resorts International  
MGM Resorts International (NYSE: MGM) is an S&P 500® global entertainment company with national and 
international locations featuring best-in-class hotels and casinos, state-of-the-art meetings and conference 
spaces, incredible live and theatrical entertainment experiences, and an extensive array of restaurant, nightlife 
and retail offerings. MGM Resorts creates immersive, iconic experiences through its suite of Las Vegas-inspired 
brands. The MGM Resorts portfolio encompasses 29 unique hotel and destination gaming offerings including 
some of the most recognizable resort brands in the industry. Expanding throughout the U.S. and around the 
world, the company recently acquired the operations of Empire City Casino in New York and Hard Rock Rocksino 
in Ohio, which was rebranded as MGM Northfield Park. In 2018, MGM Resorts opened MGM Springfield in 
Massachusetts, MGM COTAI in Macau, and the first Bellagio-branded hotel in Shanghai. The over 80,000 global 
employees of MGM Resorts are proud of their company for being recognized as one of FORTUNE® Magazine's 
World's Most Admired Companies®. For more information visit us at www.mgmresorts.com. 
 


